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From: Scott Sholar
To: Leathers, James
Cc: Hoyt, Daniel; Burke, Shaun
Subject: RE: Request for CD method detection limits and changes over time
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2022 6:47:25 AM
Attachments: Chloroprene MDL.xlsx


James,
 
I’ve attached a quick summary of our labs Chloroprene MDLS over the past few years.
 
For any guidance on how we perform MDL determinations please refer to the EPA NATTS Technical
Assistance Document Revision 3 (https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-
03/documents/natts_tad_revision_3_final_october_2016.pdf). Section 4.1 specifically covers the
procedure we follow to determine MDLs.
 
Please let me know if you require any further information.
 
 


From: Leathers, James <Leathers.James@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2022 10:18 AM
To: Scott Sholar <Scott.Sholar@erg.com>
Cc: Hoyt, Daniel <Hoyt.Daniel@epa.gov>; Burke, Shaun <Burke.Shaun@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Request for CD method detection limits and changes over time
 


CAUTION: Don't open links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know they are safe.


Scott,
 
A couple of weeks ago, on a weekly SPod call, we discussed a FOIA request.  The request is as
follows. 
 
Any and all documents and lists showing the required method detection limits for chloroprene or
changes in method detection limits, as well as any required quantitation and /or reporting limits.
 
Do don’t need to generate responsive documents, but can you please look and share what you
have?
 
James Leathers
Environmental Engineer
EPA Region 6
Chief, Air Toxics Enforcement Section 
Dallas, TX 75270
(214) 665-6569     
leathers.james@epa.gov


"This email may contain material that is confidential,
privileged and/or attorney work product and is for the sole
use of the intended recipient.  Any review, reliance or
distribution by others or forwarding without express
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Sheet1


			Year			Method			ppbv			µg/m3


			2021			Chloroprene			0.0171			0.0621





			2020			Chloroprene			0.0115			0.0419





			2019			Chloroprene			0.00858			0.0311





			2018			Chloroprene			0.0129			0.0469





			2017			Chloroprene			0.020			0.072


			2016			Chloroprene			0.010			0.036





			MDL generated using EPA procedure in 40 CFR Part 136 Appendix B, Revision 2.


			The MDL determination uses a min of 7 spiked canisters and 7 blanks; performed every year.
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permission is strictly prohibited.  If you are not the intended
recipient, please contact the sender and delete all copies."
 








From: Scott Sholar
To: Leathers, James; Hoyt, Daniel
Cc: Jacob Cansler; Donna Tedder
Subject: RE: Attached is data through 3/25/21
Date: Tuesday, April 27, 2021 1:43:29 PM


James,
All looks good here except there are a few results that need to be italicized. The results for
Elementary 2/28/21; Chad Baker 3/9/21; Hospital 3/23/21 should be italicized. The MDL was
updated recently to 0.0171ppb. This change was made with the data set that Jacob delivered to you
all a few weeks ago while I was on vacation (Canister samples 02222021_03052021).


From: Leathers, James <Leathers.James@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 27, 2021 9:00 AM
To: Hoyt, Daniel <Hoyt.Daniel@epa.gov>
Cc: Scott Sholar <Scott.Sholar@erg.com>; Jacob Cansler <Jacob.Cansler@erg.com>; Donna Tedder
<Donna.Tedder@erg.com>
Subject: Re: Attached is data through 3/25/21


CAUTION: Don't open links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know they are safe.


Dan,
Attached is the updated data sheet through 3/25/21 for your review. Prior to posting the data, just
wanted to confirm that you agree with posting the data for the High School on 3/2 ( missing chain of
custody noted in Scott’s email, but the data result should be valid). I added a note on the right side
for that date that will be removed before posting.
Anyone, please let me know if you suggest not posting the data for the location with a missing COC.
James Leathers
Environmental Engineer
EPA Region 6
Air Toxics Enforcement
Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Division 
1201 Elm St., Suite 500, ECDAT
Dallas, TX 75270
(214) 665-6569 
leathers.james@epa.gov


"This email may contain material that is confidential,
privileged and/or attorney work product and is for the sole
use of the intended recipient. Any review, reliance or
distribution by others or forwarding without express
permission is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended
recipient, please contact the sender and delete all copies."
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From: Scott Sholar
To: Leathers, James
Cc: Donna Tedder; Hoyt, Daniel; Jacob Cansler; Glenn Isom
Subject: RE: Draft results sheet.
Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 9:58:36 AM


James,
The explanation of why there are differing chloroprene MDLs.
For SPods, the early TO-15 data was reported with chloroprene having our current 2020 MDL,
0.0115 ppbv. It looks like the regular 24- hours Denka samples were reported with the 2020 MDL
(the MDL was manually changed to our 2020 MDL) as well.
Recently some exports of chloroprene-only for the SPods had the 2019 chloroprene MDL, 0.00858
ppbv. It appears the method in our LIMS was not updated to default to the newer 2020 MDL. For a
couple of the more recent Denka SPod reports the reporter manually changed the MDL to the 2020
MDL before she reported. I am sorry I did not catch that and we should re-report all the data to
include the correct MDL.
This re-reporting will not change any of the results. It may add a few U-Flags (under MDL
concentration) to the samples but it looks like you have already done that in your sheets.
To summarize, 0.0115 ppbv is the correct MDL. It looks like you have this on your sheets which is
correct as is. We will re-report the data to reflect the current 0.0115ppbv MDL.
Please let me know if you have any questions about anything explained here.


From: Leathers, James <Leathers.James@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 1:43 PM
To: Scott Sholar <Scott.Sholar@erg.com>
Cc: Donna Tedder <Donna.Tedder@erg.com>; Hoyt, Daniel <Hoyt.Daniel@epa.gov>; Jacob Cansler
<Jacob.Cansler@erg.com>; Glenn Isom <Glenn.Isom@erg.com>
Subject: Re: Draft results sheet.
Scott,
I meant to get you this last Friday and forgot. Any comments or concerns are welcome, but can you
check that moving forward, our MDL is accurate (shown in italics in the table).
The Community monitoring table is attached for reference.
Thanks
James Leathers
Environmental Engineer
EPA Region 6
Air Toxics Enforcement
Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Division 
1201 Elm St., Suite 500, ECDAT
Dallas, TX 75270
(214) 665-6569 
leathers.james@epa.gov


"This email may contain material that is confidential,
privileged and/or attorney work product and is for the sole
use of the intended recipient. Any review, reliance or
distribution by others or forwarding without express
permission is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended
recipient, please contact the sender and delete all copies."
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